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Introduced by: Tracy J. Oweh
76-906 '

‘ . oroINanck No. __ JOBY

AN ORDINANCE relating to the 1nsta11at10n of
fire hydrants and water mains in the
unincorporated areas of King County,
including commercial, industrial,
“institutional, residential and multiple
dwelling buildings and areas of plats and
‘subdivisions; repealing Ordinance 468,
Sections 1’ through 17 and KCC 17 Op 010
throubh 17.08.170.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:
SECTION 1. .Ordinance No. 468, Sections 1 through 17 and
KCC 17.08.010 through 17.08.170 are hereby repealed.

SYCTION 2. Definitions.,

a. Dead end main is a main over flfty feet long and not

being fed from both ends at the time of installation.

- b.  Fire ﬂepartment whall_hean the fire authority'normally '

responsible for the fire protection in the area.

; c;'.Fire'flow shall mean the flow of water required for fire
fighting at a specific building or within a specific area.

~d. Fire marshal shall mean the King County Fire Marshal or

il his ‘appointece.

e. Flush-type hydrant is a hydrant installed entirely

below grade;
f.' lydrant. llydrants shall have a minimum of: two, two and

one-half inch hose outlets, and one, four inch inner diameter

pumper port outlet. All ouflet ports shall be approved by the

1A

fire department. Special purpose adapters mayAbe used with

approval of the fire department.

B Privéte hvdrantlis a fire hydrant situated and

; maintwlned to prov1de water for fire fighting purposes with

restrictions as to use. The 1ocat10n may be such that it is not
readily acCeséiblevfor'immedlate use by the f1re department for

other than certain private property.'

h. ‘Pubiic'hydrant is.a'fire hydrant so situated and

maintained as to provide water for fire fighting purposes without

_restriction as to uSe for the purpose. The location is such that
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it‘is nceessible for immediate use of the fire department at.all
times; ‘ | v | ) | _ | }ll
- iﬁ U.B.C,ishall mean the Uniform Building Code as adopted
by thn King County Council. :

’j. U.L. shall mean Underwrlters -Laboratories, Inc.

| L
k. W1L01 authorlty shall mean the water department water
distrlct or other body legally supplyln water in the area,

SECTION 3 Requlrements for Buildings. All residential

bUildings constructed in plats and all commerciai buildings
constructed 1n the unlncorporated areas of hlng County shall be
served by water mains and fire hydrants 1nsta11ed as required by

‘this ordlnance, Such water mains and fire hydrants shall be

served by a water district, city or by other adequate means as

approved by thevfire marshal. Agricultural buildings and

buildings not exceeding two thousand five-hundred square feet and
not located in a water district are exempt from the provisions‘of
this ordinance.

SECTION 4. New Installations and Replacements. All fire.

hydrmnts and water malns newly installed or. replaced shall meet
the requirements of this ordinance. |

SECTION 5. Installation Reqplrements.

'a. Areas already plmtted shall install operatlonal hydrants
and mains w1th water in accordance with this ordlnancebwhen
bu11ding construction commences.v | |

b.- Areas to be platted shall meet the requlrements of this
ordinance. ) . |

_e. New or replaced wwter mains shall be a mlnimum of elbht
inches in dlameter for dead ends where serv1ng fire hydrants, and
six inches in’diameter for c;rculatinu mains., llydrant leads less
than_[tfty Leet may he’stx inches in diameter, Such mains shall
have hydrantsiinstalledito conform with this ordinance.

-d Mnxinum spaeing of public fire hydrnnts shall be seven

hundred fcet in single fnmily zoned areas and four hundred feet

K
’
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in cOmmer¢ia1,'industrial, and apartment areas. Duplexes,

'churches'and_schools shall be considered as commercial.- Hydrants

shall be located at street intersections. When necessary to meet

required spacing, hydrants may be located: between intersections.

e. lHYdrnﬁps installed'parfhis ordinance shall meet the

Seattle Standﬁrd Specifications and American Water Works_

Association (A;W.W.A.) Standards.

f. lydrants and mains shall be installed to mecet sound
engineering practices.. There $hall be anfaﬁxiliary gate Valvej
installed,'suffiéient’to permit the repair ahd replacement of the
hydrants withoﬁt aiéruption of water serviée. | |

g. Hydrants shall stand plumb and be set to the finisﬁed'
;rade. The bottoonf the lo&ést outlet of‘the hydrant shall be
no less than elghteen ‘inches above the [inished grade. Thére
shall be thlrty—81x lnches of clear area about the hydrant for

operation of a hydrant wrench on the Qutlets and on the control

ivalve. ‘The" pumper port shall. face the street. Where the streét

cannot be clearly defined or recognized, the port shall face the
mosf likely route of dpproach and 1ocation of the fire truck
while pumping, as determined by the fire marshal.

h. Hydrants shall not be obstruéted-by any structure or

vegetation or have the visibiiity impaired for a distance of

flfty feet in the direction oi vehicular approach to the hydraut.
i Hydrants are to be acce951ble to fire department pumpers
over roads capable of supportinr such fire apparatus,
J. Fire hydrnnts located in arcas subject to regular,
private, commcrclal orvindustrlal motor vehicle traffic shall be
pfotected’agaiqst vehicle damage by curbs, spacc separatlon,

grade level changeé, guard posts, or other means acceptable to

the fire marshu].

k. The installation of flush-type hydrants is prbhibiﬁed
without approval of the fire marshal,

1, All hydrants shall be subject'to_testing and inspection

AR AN A PRICITTr e o N PRSP L
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by the fire department. :

m. A hydrant shall be located no further than three hundred
fifty feet from a newly constfucted single family. residence or.v
platted lot when located in a platted aréa; SE{CEPT in Areas
served with existing hydrants spaced on thousand feet on center,
and no more thﬁn one hundred-fifty féet fromga commercial
building or %ddltions thereto.

n. The 1ocat10n of all water mmlns, fire hydrants, and
valves to be installed,shall be properly and accurately marked‘on
identifiable plans or drawings, two cqpies.of which shall be
furnlshed to the fire marshal. - The watertauthority may be
requlred by the fire marshal to notify the Ilre department in
writing when the system is available for use.

bLCTION 6. Commercial Buildings.

a. All commer0111 buildings and addltlons shall be provided
with water mains and fire hydrants capable of supplying the
required fire flow, Hydrants and mains shall be operational
when bu11d1ng Lonstruction commences,

b. Lommergldl buildings and. additions so located that a
portion is more than two hundred, feet from a street propertv line
as mcasured by vehicular travel shall hwve mains thended to o
them with fire hydrants, capable of qupplv1ng the required fire

flow.

.

c. Commercial buildings with a ground floor area of over

twenty thousand square feet or a group of buildings with a

requifed fire flow of more than three thousand gallons per

minute Shdll rvqulre fire hydrantb properly located around the
buildings or proup of buildlngs. Other bulldlngs may hmve fire
hydrantis locaLed on]y on one side, but the required number of
hydrants shall be located within one huundred fifty feet of the
building.. | o

. d. The number of fire hydrants requiréd shall be detérmiﬁed

on an average of three hundred feet, computed on an imaginary
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p@fiméfer that is parallel to and Iifty fﬁet from fhe'building or
'gfdup”df~buildihgs; Thé number_of'firg.hydrants required shall
‘be increased by one for multistory buildings. .
e. The fire marshql ‘shall detnrmlne the 1ocwtlon of flre
hfdrants depénding on utility, topography and bulldlng location.
Hydrénts shdlllbe a minimum of Iifty feet ou% from the building
except when it is impractical'due to topography or property |

lines.

| SECTION 7. TFire Flow Criteria. Required fire flows
determined by thé fire marsﬁél shall be based on criteria set
forth in the Guide for Determination of'Réquired Fire Fiow.1974
Edition publiéhéd by the Insurance Services Office.

SECTION 8. 'Building Constfuction Classifications., The

Inqurance Serv1ce Guide, publlshed by the Insurance Services
Office, and the Uniform Bulldlng Code as qdopted by thc Klnv
_County Council; which provide c1a551flcathns of-alllbu1ld1ngs by
types of construction, as shown below, shall be used in

calculating fire flow.

InsurancevServibeS Guide. o Uniform Building Code
vFire.Résistive- , . H 1 - 11
Ordinary o T ' CITI
fleavy Timber | - 111 AT
Noncombustible - Lo 187

) Wood'Frame . _. | L V

blCTION 9, Buildlng Permlt Ibbuwncc and Occupqtion. The

pasqare of Lh1q ordlnwnce is necessary for the protection of
health, swfety,'and welfare of the C1tizcns of King Countv,
Washington.. No bulldlng permlt shall be 1squcd until plnns,
which are in compliance with th;s ordinance have been submitted
#nd approvcd., No building shall be occupied until water is -
avéilableﬁ | |

SECTION 10. Enforcement.  The provisions of this chapter

and any rules or regulations promulgated thereunder shall be
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enforced in accordance with the enforcement and penalty
provisions of Ordinance No. 2909,

SECTION 11. Severability. Should any. section, subsectibn,

paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of ﬁhis ordinance be
declared unconstitutional or invqlid for any reason, such
decision shall hbt affect the validity of thé_remaining portions
of this ordinahce.
INTRODUCED AND ﬁEAD,ior the-firét time this 5&42{ day'of
Qj?firwfahLJQLLJ I 1923:- | |

PASSED this_gy2fday of y//) A s?e’ 1977,

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

\_/I' \ '14,/ ‘J::‘ :
1 SR SRRV,
Chairman f

- —

ATTEST: o o

- C. 3 .
")‘)ﬂfn-t-;.] Zrs Jéu.lu-«._,- .

Clerk ¢f“the Council ,
" APPROVED this _j&LZféZy of
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